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Welcome to the Autumn edition of the New Yatt 
RDA newsletter. It’s been a busy six months since the Spring 
edition not only at the yard but also off-site in our local 
community. 

We have had our annual open day which was a huge success, 
summer holiday riding sessions, grading assessments for our 
regular riders, off-site training days and many fundraising 
activities in the area. 

There has also been the annual clean up weekend where the 
yard and fields were given a much needed spring clean and 
work has been completed on improving our field shelters. 

You will see that this Autumn we have launched a new 
fundraising appeal to help improve our current surface in our 
indoor arena.   

Finally, we would like to thank everyone who donates their 
time and money to help the NYRDA continue to be a 
successful group offering an invaluable service to our local 
community.  

We couldn’t do what we do without you! 
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Grading Assessments 

On June 29th, 4 students from 
Carterton School took their 
Grade 1 & 2 in Riding and 
Horse Care. Find out more on 
page 5. 

Summer Clean Up 

Over the August bank holiday 
the NYRDA organised a clean 
up day to get the yard ready 
for the start of the new term. It 
was a great team effort by 
everyone who attended.   

Handy Pony Event 

On Sunday 25th June the 
annual Open Day and Handy 
Pony Competition took place 
at the yard. Read more about 
the day on page 2.  

Fundraising News 

We are always extremely 
grateful to all those who help 
fundraise to keep our yard 
running. Find out more on 
page 7. 

Surface Appeal 

A new appeal has begun to 
help raise funds to recondition 
our current arena surface. 
Details on how you can help 
can be found on page 5.
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Handy Pony 2017 
During our Open Day on Sunday 25th June, 13 riders took part 
in the Handy Pony competition. They were entered into 3 
Classes and were asked to complete a pre-rehearsed course 
with their chosen horse or pony.   

The Class 1 winner was Michelle Rogers, who achieved an 
impressive score of 90% and was awarded the Tamba Cup by 
Judge, Moo Nowell-Smith. Class 2 winner was Julie Bennett on 
Betty who was in her first ever competition, and junior rider 
Alex Rosenwasser won Class 3 on Jasper. 

Congratulations to all our riders, who practiced hard and 
showed off their riding confidence and skills. A special thanks 
goes to their Coaches and all our helpers who put in extra 
volunteer hours to make this Open Day event such a special 
occasion. 
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WOC Choir 

On July 22nd, the West Oxon 
Community Choir held a ‘Songs 
from the shows’ concert in aid of 
the NYRDA. The event took place 
at Stonesfield Village Hall and 
raised £600. A huge thank you to 
all that attended and to those that 
helped organise the concert. 

Masquerade Ball 

A charity Masquerade Ball was 
held at Witney Lakes on Saturday 
7th October and raised £1600 for 
the New Yatt RDA and Silver Star 
Society. 

Thank you to all who attended 
the evening and to those who 
organised this wonderful event. 

Alice’s Marathon 
Fundraiser 

Saturday helper Alice Maclennan 
is taking part in the Birmingham 
Marathon on October 15th, to 
raise money for the New Yatt 
RDA. Alice has raised a very 
impressive  £442 + Gift Aid (at 
time of print) and we wish her 
luck for her first ever marathon. If 
you would like to support Alice  
and the NYRDA ,  then please 
visit her fundraising page on the 
just giving website. 
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Beyond Sessions at NYRDA 

Many riders and helpers visit the yard once a week on a specific 
day to work with a familiar team of ponies and people. The main 
focus of their visit is the riding sessions which currently takes 
place on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday.  

Yet managing the wellbeing of 8 horses and ponies, developing 
services in line with guidance from RDA National and maintaining 
our dedicated 21 acre site is a complex, 7 days a week, 365 days 
of the year operation.  

However, many varied tasks are completed on "non session days" 
by our volunteers and professional partners/suppliers including: 

-  Farrier, vet and physiotherapist appointments 

-  Helper training, equine schooling, lunging and long reining 

- Saddlery checks and tack cleaning 

- Stable bedding 

- General housekeeping of public areas  

- Moving and fixing temporary electric fences, ragwort pulling in 
season and checking boundaries

- Muck clearing and checking water troughs 

- Putting out hay in winter  and other site checks (“Winter Care 
Plan”) 

We are seeking extra help on Tuesday, Friday and Sunday 
mornings, from current volunteers and new helpers.  

Please note volunteer documentation is required. We typically 
meet from 9.30am and after feeding the ponies, helpers divide 
into small teams to achieve the task list, with a coffee break at 
approximately 11am and depart at 12 noon.  

Please speak to your Coach for further information or email 
nyrda_helpers@googlegroups.com 

Bransby Horses - Stamp Donation 

Thank you to all our volunteers who regularly top up the stamp 

folder in the tack room and also  Miss. Mary Witt and Mr. Jim Witt 
who donated a very large envelope of stamps to the Bransby 
Horses Appeal.  In 2016, the Bransby Horses charity raised an 
impressive £66,349.71 through the collection of used stamps. If 
anyone is interested in learning more about the charity,  their 
website is www.bransbyhorses.co.uk

Summer Sessions 

During the summer holidays we 
welcomed several families to the 
NYRDA to offer a series of riding 
lessons on a Monday morning. 
The extra sessions were organised 
by Jude Carr and with the help of 
our regular Monday volunteers the 
group were able to offer rides to 4 
local children.  

The sessions offered a taster of 
what we do at NYRDA for our new 
riders and also offered a refresher 
to those children that have ridden 
with us before.  

The sessions were not only 
enjoyed by the riders but it gave 
their families an opportunity to see 
how their children reacted to the 
experience of riding.  

Tristan riding using his reins 

Jessica receiving her Endeavour 
Award  and badge.

mailto:nyrda_helpers@googlegroups.com
mailto:nyrda_helpers@googlegroups.com


AUTUMN 2017

First Aid Training with Medi-K 
On Saturday 1st July, 8 volunteers from NYRDA attended a First 
Aid course organised by Deborah Jackson. Deborah also 
attended and details her experience below. Deborah wrote.. 

“It is a requirement of the RDA that at least one qualified First 
Aider is present at every session.  For this reason I found myself, 
along with 7 other volunteers, attending a First Aid training 
course run by Medi-K.  The course  took place at Finstock 
village hall and lasted all day. It was a full course on how to  
perform CPR, mouth to mouth, use a defibrillator and deal with 
various wounds and broken bones. 

After a detailed presentation  and discussion we were straight 
into administering CPR (accompanied by the Bee Gees'  song 
‘Staying Alive’ to get the correct rhythm) to special models of 
an adult, child and baby.  This was followed by mouth to mouth 
resuscitation and use of the defibrillator. 

After lunch we simulated how to deal with someone who had 
collapsed from any cause and what to do first.  Some fairly 
gruesome injuries were replicated on half of us (using props 
bought from a joke shop) and we then had to deal with those - 
this exercise caused a certain amount of hilarity as we saw our 
fellow volunteers lying on the hall floor with fake blood 
everywhere, but we certainly learnt what to deal with first.  After 
a go at attempting to remove a blockage from someone 
choking (in again an adult, children and baby) we had a test!  
Thankfully we all passed and received a rosette and certificate 
for all our efforts. 

It was an extremely well organised and intensive course run by 
Medi-K Training who run the courses at a discount for the RDA”. 
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Field Shelter Work 

We are very grateful for several 
recent donations that has helped 
the NYRDA improve our current 
field shelters.  

Our horses and ponies live out all 
year round so our shelters provide 
vital protection from rain, wind, 
heat and flies. The three wooden 
shelters in the middle paddocks 
and hay fields were put up when 
the site was developed in the 
1990's and over time the onduline 
roofs have deteriorated, causing 
leaks and r isk of structural 
damage.  

With funding from the Bartlett 
Taylor Trust; the Jim Cousins Trust 
and the Estate of Mr. Brian 
Crawford, sturdy box profile metal 
roofing has been installed  by 
Roofers Liam, Mike  and John of 
Woodstock Roofing in early 
October. A special thank you goes 
to Chris Moxon for organising for 
the work to be completed. 
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Grading Assessments 
Four students from Carterton School took their Grades 1 & 2 on the 29th June. Daniel Reeve and Corey 
Burton passed grades 1 & 2 Riding and Grade 1 Horse Care and Summer McDonald and Sarah Wood 
passed Grades 1 & 2 Riding and Grades 1 & 2 Horse Care. 

Their teacher, Mrs Julie Wall kindly wrote a short article from her perspective on the positive impact the 
RDA has had on the students. She writes… 

“What amazing progress! I have been so privileged to witness the progress my students have made 
since their weekly visits to New Yatt RDA. During the school day they can find the challenges of learning, 
socialising, managing time and expectations hugely demanding. The weekly visits to learn the newly 
acquired skill of riding did, in the early stages, also prove to be personally challenging! However, it was 
so good to see their confidence grow and grow. The Staff at the stables are so welcoming, kind and very 
patient which are the ingredients for establishing good working and learning relationships.The absolute 
‘cherry on the cake’ was to return to school with students whose skills were more than endorsed 
by  having passed Level 1 and Level 2 Riding and Horse Care.  Such pride and excitement in equal 
measure! 

I would like to pass on my thanks to Karen and all 
of the staff. I have taught for many years and 
recognise how learning outside of the classroom 
can prepare students with additional learning 
needs to demonstrate some changes in attitude 
and determination”. 

Amy Poole also passed grades 1 & 2 in both 
Riding and Horse Care during her assessment 
that took place recently. 

NYRDA Arena Surface Appeal  
In 2004 we raised over £134,000 to build our Indoor Arena which means we can ride all year round and 
in most weathers. In the past 13 years we have given over 14,300 rides, plus we have used the arena for 
schooling our horses, fundraising and social events. 
  
Our Martin Collins Activ-Track surface must be upgraded and 
refreshed to ensure optimum performance and the safety of 
our riders, ponies and horses. This is a specialist service which 
will be delivered by the supplier over 48 hours using heavy 
machinery and will cost in the area of £12,000.  

We are therefore looking to raise this money via various events, 
grants and donations. If you would like to support our appeal then please visit our just giving website or 
talk to one of the NYRDA coaches or volunteers.             
                                     

www.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/newyattrda/arena2017 
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Summer Clean Up 
With so many helpers coming and going on our scheduled sessions throughout the year, inevitably 
areas in the yard get muddled and rather grubby.  Volunteers from a majority of our sessions came 
together over two gloriously sunny mornings over the Bank Holiday for our annual Clean Up Weekend; 
to complete jobs which are too big for the everyday schedule.   Willing family and friends  also pitched 
up to support us, for which we were very grateful.   

Guided by Jenny, the team was happy and enthusiastic for the tasks ahead, working together with old 
friends and also meeting volunteers that we would not normally see.  We were well supported by hot 
beverages and Elaine’s wonderful chocolate cake.   

A skip was provided for the clear out and slowly filled up as we sorted, a great measure of our progress.  
The barn was blitzed and tidied.  The ponies rugs were scrubbed clean, ready for the winter, and now 
clearly labelled for which we will all be grateful for when winter comes and we are battling with cold 
fingers to find the right one.  The guttering was cleared out too, what a job!  The Activities Room was 
emptied, swept and cleaned, so now everything is in its place again for another year.  In the School the 
viewing gallery was reorganised and even the poles were all washed down and stowed.  Thank you 
again to everyone who helped over the weekend.  
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Fundraising/Donation News 
NYRDA Charity Golf Day 2017 at Kirtlington Golf Course 

On Friday 29th September 11 teams  of 4 golfers arrived at 
Kirtlington Golf Course to take part in the first of our annual 
NYRDA Charity Golf days.  

The first team went out at 12 midday, with many more 
heading out to the putting green and practice area to warm 
up.  The teams then went off at 8 minute intervals. Fortunately 
the weather was kind and as each team came in they were met 
with a hot, tasty tea of homemade soup, a vast array of 
sandwiches and chips, whilst the scores were toted up. 

The winning Team was Norman Cofield, Ray Brooks, Geoff 
Smailes and Alan Cubely. The men’s longest drive was won by 
Barry Reynold and the ladies was won by our very own Jude 
Carr. Overall a thoroughly enjoyable day was had and 
everyone very keen to come again next year. Together with 
the team entries, sponsorship from local businesses and a 
grand raffle the fantastic amount of £1130 was raised towards 
our new surface for the indoor arena. 

Gerald Quilty Donation 

In August, NYRDA received a lovely letter with a 
donation of £1000 from Shirley Dixon, the sister of 
the late Gerald Quilty.  We are very grateful to 
receive this very generous donation. 

Mrs Witt - Special Friend of NYRDA 

Mrs Frances Witt, a very special Friend of New Yatt RDA passed away 
peacefully in May aged 98 years. Her involvement and fundraising for 
the Group can be traced back to Scooby joining in 1996. An expert in 
machine knitting she made our 25th Anniversary banner which is 
displayed in the Activity Room and the cheerful blankets which keep 
visitors warm on the gallery in winter. In 2016 an incredibly generous 
donation from the Witt family enabled us to buy a new weight-carrying 
pony and on her final visit to the yard she very much enjoyed meeting 
Betty with Mary and Jim, who continue to support NYRDA 
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Pam Bartrip’s Claude Duval Ride for NYRDA 

Pam writes…”I decided in early 2017 that I would like to have a go at riding 60km of the Claude Duval 
long distance ride. I had always wanted to do long extended hacks and this seemed a good way to start. 
As the new RDA chair I also thought it would be a good opportunity to raise funds. So Judy, a volunteer, 
and I decided we would try to go in May when the weather would hopefully be suitable. We are two 
riders in our 60’s so we knew this would be a challenge. 

On Tuesday 23rd May Peter Colson, our yard owner, gave us a lift to Great Barrington where we started.  

That day we did 25km going along old tracks and bridleways through to Fifield where we stopped for 
lunch. We then went through Bruern Abbey and Lyneham where Pat Colson met us in the afternoon for 
much needed refreshments. Our first overnight stop was at Shorthampton where Mandy Holloway let us 
stable our horses.  

The second day we rode 23km via Dean, Old Chalford and up towards Chipping Norton where we 
crossed the road over to Heyford, Pat met us again with refreshments for which we were very grateful. 
Next on to Little and Great Tew and eventually to Ledwell where Rosie kindly donated the use of her field 
overnight. 

The third day was relatively easy as we only had 17km to 
do. The day started well riding along tracks down to 
Middle Barton. We were met by our friend Meryl just 
outside Middle Barton with welcome drinks for us and 
ponies. In the afternoon we rode through Barton Park 
which was beautiful and great for riding even though we 
had to go through a field of calves and cows with a bull 
in attendance. Needless to say we went very carefully 
through there. Finally on to Tackley where we spent the 
night with June Collier. 

Our final day was very short – only 10 km from Tackley to 
Upper Heyford where Pat and Peter Colson met us to take us home. After 4 days of hacking across the 
beautiful Cotswold and Oxfordshire countryside we had ridden over 65km. 

The Claude Duval Bridle Route is a 90 mile (145km) route for riders, walkers and cyclists across 
Buckinghamshire and North Oxfordshire. We raised £1300 for which NYRDA is very grateful. This is just a 
part of the tremendous fundraising effort and donations given to us this past year by our very generous 
supporters.” 

“We would like to thank all our contributors for the kind permission to use their photographs and text”
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