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Thank you! It has been a fantastic start to the 

year and we would just like to say a huge thank you to 
everyone who has donated their time and money to help 
support the NYRDA.   

We have been overwhelmed by the generosity of our local 
community especially the local schools, businesses and 
residents. It has also been a busy few months of fundraising 
from quiz nights in local pubs to sponsored walks and cake 
sales. Fundraising is a continued focus for the group especially 
when looking to improve and maintain our facilities and to give 
the best possible care to our growing number of horses and 
ponies. 

Our coaches and volunteers have been busy introducing our 
new weight carrying horse Harry to RDA work and he has now 
been successfully introduced into RDA sessions. 

Equine training is essential to the Group to ensure all our 8 
horses and ponies are healthy and fit for their riders. Our 
volunteers have attended various RDA South East Region 
training events and in November we organised a refresher 
“First Aid at Work” course with RDA National training partner 
Medi-K.   

It really has been a busy 2017 so far! 
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Endeavour Awards 

At NYRDA we have recently 
i n t r o d u c e d t h e R D A 
Endeavour Awards that reward 
our riders for their progress 
and achievements regardless 
of their ability. Find out more 
about the awards on page 3. 

Our Riders 

Find out about how returning 
to the saddle at the age of 80 
has benefited one of our new 
riders. 

Fundraising News 

Since our last newsletter we 
have received some valuable 
donations that have helped the 
group invest in a new horse 
a n d m u c h n e e d e d n e w 
equipment. 

New Coaches 

After 2 years of working 
t o w a r d s t h e i r c o a c h i n g 
qualifications, Jude and Pippa 
have recently both been 
assessed. Find out how they 
got on. 

Plus more…. 

200 Club News 

NEWSLETTER
New Yatt
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Christmas Pony Blessing 
On Wednesday 14th December the Rev Canon John Brown 
visited the yard for our annual pony blessing. Two special 
prayers were said for our riders, volunteers and our horses. The 
Blessing was followed by festive refreshments in the activity 
room. 

‘Tinseltastic’ Fun 
On Saturday 10th December the NYRDA held a festive handy 
pony competition and party for all our Saturday riders.  The day 
involved many festive challenges on the ponies as well as some 
horse-themed party games such as pin the tail on the pony.  

Great fun was had by all! 
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Quiz Night Fundraisers 

On Friday 3rd February, Adi 
Hughes organised a quiz night 
and supper at Cokethorpe School. 
The evening was made up of 7 
teams and was a great success. 
The total made was £747 and a 
fun night with good food was had.  
Special thanks to Dan Mason for 
doing the questions (some of 
which were very hard!) and to 
Cokethorpe School for the venue.   

Fundraising quiz nights have also 
been organised by Deborah 
Jackson at the Plough in Finstock. 
Several quizzes have taken place 
and will continue throughout the 
year. Please check the notice 
board at the yard or refer to our 
Facebook page for dates of the 
forthcoming events. 

Just Giving at NYRDA 

If you would like to donate to the 
N Y R D A y o u c a n v i s i t o u r 
Justgiving fundraising page using 
the link below.  

www.justgiving.com/newyattrda 

Fundraising Enquiries 

I f y o u h a v e a n i d e a f o r a 
fundraising event or would like to 
raise money to help support the 
NYRDA, then please contact Adi 
Hughes, our fundraising co-
ordinator. You can contact Adi at 
adrienne.hughes@btinternet.com.  

http://www.justgiving.com/newyattrda
mailto:adrienne.hughes@btinternet.com
http://www.justgiving.com/newyattrda
mailto:adrienne.hughes@btinternet.com
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Welcome to Harry 
Harry, a 15.2h 11 year old heavyweight piebald cob with 
distinctive blinkers and a curly moustache arrived at New Yatt 
RDA in January. We are most grateful to the Glasgow family 
from Charlbury who generously sponsored his acquisition.  
Marjorie and Dine visited Harry earlier this month and were 
very pleased to hear that  he has settled in to his new working 
life very well and is already popular with riders and helpers. 
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RDA Endeavour Awards 

We have recently introduced the 
Endeavour Awards at NYRDA to 
he lp recognise the amaz ing 
achievements our many riders; 
regardless of their ability or time 
spent in sessions – and without the 
constraints of any set syllabus or the 
need to take any kind of test. 

The NYRDA Instructors work with 
their riders in setting mini ‘goals’ to 
work towards, in order to achieve 
the Endeavour certificate and 
badges. 

It’s important for our riders to be 
involved in choosing and setting a 
‘cha l lenge’ and a lso making 
everyone involved aware of what 
they are working towards. The 
setting of a challenge can really 
help with confidence and self 
esteem and it makes the actual 
achievement of the final award so 
much more of a positive, uplifting 
experience. 
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Fundraising News 
Sainsbury’s  

We were very pleased that the Sainsbury’s in Witney chose the 
NYRDA as their ‘Charity of the Year’.  During the weekend of 
December 16th - 18th, a gallant team of volunteers turned out 
to collect donations outside the store. A HUGE THANK YOU to 
Jenny Stowell for organising the weekend and for creating the 
festive display. During the weekend, an amazing £2020 was 
raised for the group.   

Ethical Fruit Company 

Hazel Hunt from the Ethical Fruit Co. Ltd. visited the yard in 
early March to present a cheque for £2000. She watched the 
Wednesday session and enjoyed a site visit in the sunshine. 

Hazel is a Director of the Ethical Fruit Co and lives locally in 
Stonesfield. 

For more information about the Ethical Fruit Company please 
visit their website www.ethicalfruitcompany.co.uk 

We are most grateful for their generous support. 
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NYRDA Merchandise  

We have recently received a new 
supply of NYRDA sweatshirts. The 
new sweaters are available in 
various sizes and are priced from 
£10 to £16.  

Sweatshirts are available from the 
T a c k R o o m o r e m a i l 
nyrda_enquiries@googlegroups.com 

Cat Food Donations 

Last Summer we took the decision 
to adopt two cats to help us on the 
yard with vermin control. Honey 
and Milo have settled in very well 
and are becoming very friendly. 
We would like to ask for help in 
feeding Honey and Milo. Any 
donations of cat food pouches 
and biscuits would be very much 
appreciated.
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Cokethorpe School 
During a very cold Thursday afternoon in February, the pupils of Cokethorpe Junior School took part in a 
Sponsored Walk in aid of the NYRDA. The children walked the perimeter of the Cokethorpe grounds 
collecting stickers with some students choosing to run around the course (several times)! The total raised 
for the event stood at an amazing £3165.86. Adi Hughes accepted a presentation cheque during the 
Junior School assembly. 

Cokethorpe Senior School also held a non-uniform day and raised £894.66 for the NYRDA. 

Thank you to all the pupils and staff at Cokethorpe School for their support. 

The Co-op Witney 
The funding period for New Yatt RDA through the Co-op Local Community Fund finished on the 8th 
April. We are very pleased to announce that we were awarded a total of £3,940.01. NYRDA was one of 
more than 4,000 causes across the UK who benefited from the Local Community Fund. THANKS to Co-
op members and customers who voted for our cause. 

This money will be spent on horse care and help to subsidise our session fee for the next 6 months, 
which is vital to keep riding affordable for all our riders. 

(Above: Our secretary Jenny Stowell with Witney Co-op Manager Stephen Packman and members of the Co-op Witney staff) 
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The Manor School, Long Hanborough 

The Manor School in Long Hanborough have chosen the 
NYRDA as their charity of the year. Their first fundraising 
event was held by the Year 3 & 4 pupils and together they 
raised £108.82. We are very grateful to all the pupils and 
teachers at The Manor School for their continued support. 

Bartlett Taylor Trust  

A huge thank you to the Bartlett Taylor trust for their very 
generous donation of £1000 to help towards repairs to 
our field shelters and to help with site maintenance. 

Additional Thanks 

NYRDA would also like to thank the following for their 
continued support and generous donations. 

Jim Cousins Trust - £1000 granted from the trust 

Charlbury WI - £200 raised at their recent coffee morning 

Warner Butchers, Minster Lovell - £30 raised via a NYRDA 
collection box. 

Pat’s 80th Celebrations 
Earlier this month we surprised our coach Pat with a party 
for her 80th birthday.  A group of fellow NYRDA volunteers 
and friends surprised Pat with a lunch at The George and 
Dragon in Long Hanborough. The party was organised by 
Sally Allum- Smith and her daughter very kindly offered to 
make a delicious cake for the occasion.   

If one surprise party 
wasn’t enough, another 
afternoon tea party was 
organised during the 
visit of the Glasgow 
family earlier this month.  
Thank you to Kay Alty 
for organising the day. 
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New Assistant Coaches 

We are very pleased to announce 
that our Monday volunteers Jude 
Carr and Pippa Atkinson have 
recently passed their first coaching 
a s s e s s m e n t t o b e c o m e R DA 
Assistant Coaches at New Yatt. 

Both Jude and Pippa will now be 
qualified to teach our younger 
riders on a Monday morning. It has 
taken many hours of volunteering 
and teaching under the guidance of 
our experienced coaches to get to  
the initial assessment stage.  

Yard Improvements 

Jim, our Monday volunteer and 
expert in maintenance and DIY has 
been busy over the Winter months 
making improvements to the yard. 
Jim has recently revamped the 
mounting ramp by the stable block 
as well as help with the continued 
maintenance of fences, stables, 
stalls and equipment. His next 
assignment is to create a new 
mounting area in our indoor school. 
We are also lucky to have Tuesday 
helper Bob who also helps with the 
mowing and maintenance of the 
yard and Jonathan who is always at 
hand to help.  We are very grateful 
to everybody who works hard to 
improve our facilities. 
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200 Club News 
Thank you to everyone for buying tickets for the New 
Yatt RDA 200 Club. This year we have sold 181 tickets 
(up on the 168 sold last year) which makes a profit 
for the Club of £1086. A list of allocated ticket 
numbers is now displayed on the tack room door at 
the yard but if you are not able to get there and 
would like to know what numbers you have, please 
email Sally on sallyrda200@outlook.com 

The prize money will be allocated as follows; 

1st - £40, 2nd - £20, 3rd - £15, 4th - £10, 5th - £5 

Benefits of Riding at 80 
Dorothy Darke has recently started riding with the 
NYRDA. Dorothy rode when she was younger and 
her love of horses continued throughout her life. 
Dorothy now has age related issues but they haven’t 
stopped her from riding. Dorothy was introduced to 
the NYRDA by Pat Toms and is now having lessons 
with Lesley every Saturday. When Dorothy rides our 
pony Polly she is blissfully happy, calm and feels very 
positive when in the saddle.    

For Dorothy, riding is a wonderful experience 
reminding her of her youth. It gives her an 
opportunity to develop relationships with our ponies 
and helpers, and it is also great fun! 

(Above: Dorothy Darke with Polly) 
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Harry McEwan D of E Award 

Congratulations to Saturday rider Harry 
McEwan on completing the Duke of 
Edinburgh Bronze Award with the 1st 
Southwold Explorer Group. Harry chose 
horse riding for his Skills section and 
successfully achieved all the goals he set 
himself including taking part in the 2016 
Handy Pony competition last summer.  

RDA South Region           
Supra Conference 2017 

NYRDA Coaches attended the RDA South 
Region Supra Conference which was based 
around the theme of "Beyond Boundaries".  

In the presence of our President, HRH The 
Princess Royal, we heard from interesting 
and inspirational speakers including Jo 
Winfield, MSc Coaching Science on the 
personal development and empowerment 
of riders to maximise their potential. We 
also heard from Sophie Elwes who 
sustained a complete spinal cord injury in a 
fall and after rehabilitation has joined the 
British Disabled Ski Team, representing GB 
in Slalom and Giant Slalom. Kelly Marks of 
Intelligent Horsemanship also spoke at the 
event.
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Karen Stubbs (Thursday am Coach) & Jude Carr (Monday am Coach) are taking part in this 
challenge which involves walking 15 / 26.2 miles around London overnight on 13th May. 

Karen was diagnosed with Breast Cancer in November 2016 and Jude has several friends 
(including Karen of course!) who have been treated for it, so it is a subject close to home. 

If anyone would like to sponsor them you can do so from the links below, or by speaking to Karen, 
Jude or any of the other RDA coaches at New Yatt. 

Karen:  https://moonwalklondon2017.everydayhero.com/uk/karen-54 

Jude: https://moonwalklondon2017.everydayhero.com/uk/jan-16 

(Jude is part of a team called Jan’s Joggers)

Stay in touch with NYRDA 

There are many ways to keep updated with the 
news from NYRDA.  For general information please 
visit our website at www.newyattrda.org.uk where 
you will find details of our charity, our ponies, news 
updates and more. 

You can also follow us on our Facebook page.  

‘Friends of New Yatt RDA’ .  

“We would like to thank all our contributors for the kind permission to use their photographs and text”

https://moonwalklondon2017.everydayhero.com/uk/jan-16
http://www.newyattrda.org.uk
https://moonwalklondon2017.everydayhero.com/uk/jan-16
http://www.newyattrda.org.uk

